Dense deposit disease with rapidly progressive renal failure in a narcotic addict.
A girl aged 17 developed a nephrotic syndrome with renal insufficiency after narcotic abuse. Renal biopsy showed a diffuse glomerulonephritis with crescents and dense deposits within the glomerular basement membrane; glomerular C3 deposits were present without immunoglobulin. The serum complement profile was typical of activation via the alternative pathway, and tests for C3 nephritic factor were strongly positive. Terminal renal failure occurred within 6 months and required chronic hemodialysis. It is likely that the narcotics used or their contaminants were responsible for the renal damage, presumably by activating the complement system via the alternative pathway.